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Essay Exam Review Answers
		Explain the difference between isolationism and internationalism. How has U.S. foreign policy shifted over time, and why? Which foreign policy perspective should the United States follow in the present day, and why? Explain your reasoning.
Isolationism is a policy of staying apart from the affairs or interests of others, especially the political affairs of the country and Internationalism is the state of being international. U.S foreign policy has shifted in that it now focuses on preventive actions not just pre-emptive action. When it invaded Iraq, it extended its policy to incorporate preventive warfare. They are also offering humanitarian support. U.S should embrace internationalism in the present day and avoid isolationism. This is because the world is changing and to grow and build it, countries need to unite and work together towards a common goal.
		What does the bureaucracy do? What are three or four ways that it impacts your life on a daily basis? Is the bureaucracy efficient or inefficient and why? What is red tape and why does it exist?
Bureaucracy is a system in government where significant decisions are made by the state officials and not the elected representatives. It impacts my life when I am a customer of a company that has fixed policies that I concur with. When a company does not respond to my personal situations. Red tape is an inordinate regulation to formal rules and procedures which are bureaucratic. It exists to enlighten the public their rights.
		What is the difference between responsibility and responsiveness? How is the tension between these built into the U.S. Congress?
Responsibility is the state of being accountable over something while responsiveness is a state of reacting or responding promptly to a situation. U.S congress has a main responsibility of holding authority over financial and budgetary issues, and to respond to common defense and general welfare of the country. Although presidential support in 1977 and 1991 do not confirm particular hypothesis, the electoral context where the legislator emerged shapes his responsiveness to changes in presidential approval.
		Define the terms “party organization,” “party in government,” and “party in the electorate.” Explain how they are related to each other and how they shape the behavior of American political parties.
Party organization involves officials, activities and members set to administer, make rules, and do some collective goals and activities of the party. Party in the electorate refers to individuals who vote for candidates from a particular party. Party in government includes the organized enthusiast who serves in office, such as a member of the Democratic and Republican parties in congress. These elements need to work together as party organization officials need to be elected by the party in the electorate to make rules that will govern them. This has shaped the behavior of American political parties in that rules were developed to govern how political parties function.
		Drawing on the discussion in your text, explain the ways that media sources can differ from each other. What are the advantages and disadvantages of getting your news from newspapers, radio, television, and the Internet? Which do you believe provides the best news coverage and what is your definition of “best” in that case?
Media sources can differ from each other based on channel used to pass information, people targeted, kind of information to be passed, cost and length of the information. Media is selected based on these factors. Advantage of getting news via a newspaper is that it is cost effective; while a disadvantage is that it does not give required clarification. An advantage of using radio is that it has widest coverage and can use preferred language while a disadvantage is that some radio frequencies have difficulty get in a lower altitude region. An advantage of using television is that it provides clear visual effect of the news while disadvantages are that it is expensive and requires electricity to function. Advantage of using internet is that it has wide coverage; a disadvantage is that it has problems in covering some region. I believe television provides the best news coverage, because with visual effects one is able to gauge the authenticity of the message.
		A key role of elections is to ensure elected representatives are accountable to their constituents. What characteristics must both voters and elected officials have in order for elections to provide accountability? In your opinion, do we need to do anything to ensure greater accountability? Why or why not?
Voters’ characteristic must include criticism of officials who are not performing their mandates as required. Officials’ characteristics should be to maintain openness and clarify to the voters what they intend to accomplish once voted into office. In group opinion, we need to ensure greater accountability because officials need to always remember that they are elected for a purpose, one that most forget once they get voted. Greater accountability will ensure greater responsibility and concern. It will also ensure voters are electing into office the right people for the job.
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